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OPEN 
 

1. What do you find most of your energy and attention going to these days? 
 
This week, we begin a short series reflecting on our mission to enjoy grace, embody love, and 
engage culture in the challenging season. Pastor Charlie invited us consider God’s word through the 
prophet Jeremiah in the context of the Babylonian exile—an experience in Israel’s history where their 
entire way of life was disrupted and their future seemed uncertain. READ JEREMIAH 29:1-14. 
 
DISCUSS 

 
2. Jeremiah was not the only prophet speaking to God’s people at this time (cf. verse . There 

was also the false prophet Hananiah. We learn in chapter 28 that he was telling people the 
exile would be over soon (68 years sooner!) giving them a false hope and comfort. As you 
think about the competing voices around us, what has been your attitude to God’s word? 
 

3. Pastor Charlie encouraged us to consider how God can use hardship and discouragement to 
make us gritty people. How do you think God might be refining you in this season? To press 
in more deeply, how have you been dealing with your discouragement? What did you hear 
from the sermon to reframe your perspective? 

 
4. In becoming godly people, Pastor Charlie challenged us to consider two ditches we often 

find ourselves in—abusing grace and abandoning grace.  
a. Abuse grace: Is there a sin or area of immaturity in your life that you’re tempted to 

downplay or dismiss?  
b. Abandon grace: Is there a sin or area of immaturity in your life that you’re trying to 

change on your own—especially through rigid expectations and self-condemnation? 
 

5. When have you experienced growth and change in your life by adoring grace? What did 
that practically look like? Take a moment and share how you’re seeing God’s grace in your 
life right now.  
 

6. [Grace-filled people] God’s mission call for his people was not put on hold by the exile. He 
called them to seek the welfare of Babylon—even though it was not their final destination 
and permament home. In what ways have you put mission “on hold” in your life? What 
opportunities do you have to extend grace to others? 

 
PRAY 
 
As you transition into a time of prayer, begin by naming and lamenting the disappointments you 
faced in this season. Acknowledging to the Lord the ways in which you may have lost sight of his 
gracious presence as a result. Ask the Holy Spirit to warm your heart to the word of God and open 
your eyes to how he’s working through it all. Pray specifically for creativity and courage in seeking 
the welfare of those around you.  


