
The Pastor and Church in Covenant 
 
Leader: Having been led by the Holy Spirit to call Curtis Gilbert as our pastor, and Pastor Curtis 
having accepted our call as indicative of the call of God, we the members of the body of Christ 
at The Journey Church, conscious of God‘s presence with us at this moment, do now with 
God’s help, most joyfully covenant together with our pastor as heirs together of the grace given 
to us in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Pastor: I come at this time to reaffirm my response to God‘s call and to commit myself anew to 
the vocation of pastoral ministry, to be lived out in this community of faith known as The 
Journey.  

 
Members: We embrace you as Senior Pastor and co-laborer with Christ, as well as your family to 
our family of faith, The Journey.  

 
Pastor: I pledge to establish my ministry upon the call of God, to let the grace of Jesus Christ be 
the source from which my labors flow, and to seek in all my ministry among you the 
empowering leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Members: We affirm that we owe our primary allegiance to God as revealed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who is the author and perfecter of our faith. We renew our commitment to follow Christ, 
the Head of the Body, the Lord of the Church, as we are enabled together in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
Pastor: I will endeavor to guard with care the gift of the gospel of Christ, striving to magnify our 
Lord and the high calling of The Journey Church. 

 
Members: We will serve as ambassadors for Christ and his church where we are, sharing the 
ministry of reconciliation with all whom we meet. We will love and honor our church fellowship, 
recognizing that our hallmark is not in ourselves, but in Christ who lives in us. 

 
Pastor: I will seek to incarnate a heartfelt evangelism, striving with honesty and integrity to lead 
persons to faith in God through Jesus Christ. I will take seriously my calling to make disciples 
wherever I go, baptizing them in the name of the father and the son and the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to observe all that Christ has commanded. 

 
Members: We will share in our ministry of evangelism. We will endeavor to make use of every 
available opportunity to share our witness with those around us, that we might be salt and light 
to our world. We will follow Christ’s leadership as we proclaim the Good News in our 
community and to the ends of the earth. 

 
Pastor: I pledge to give first priority to the clear proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ as                  
revealed in the pages of Holy Scripture and the life of the church. I will so discipline myself to                   
spend sufficient time in Bible study, personal devotions, and prayer as essential prerequisites             
for the preaching of the Gospel. 

 
Members: We affirm that your highest and most binding covenant is with our God. We will honor 
the priority of preaching and will encourage sufficient time for study.  

 



Pastor: I promise to give myself in the pastoral care of all who are in need. I will make myself 
available for pastoral counseling and visitation, investing my training for the greater health of 
the congregation. I will strive to regard all persons with equal love and seek to minister 
impartially to the needs of all. 

 
Members: We acknowledge the importance of pastoral care and pledge to inform you of those 
times in our lives when we have special needs for comfort, assurance, guidance and 
acceptance. We also promise to share with you our joys as well as our sorrows that we might 
grow together in the practice of God‘s presence in all of life. 

 
Pastor: I pledge to direct the ministries and functions of the church faithfully and responsibly 
with regard for the stewardship of pastoral administration. I will endeavor to combine the goal 
of efficient leadership with that of compassionate servanthood. 

 
Members: We will look to you for leadership as one called of God and spiritually gifted for the 
task. We pledge to you our own energies in sharing the functions of church leadership. 

 
Pastor: I will seek to exercise my spiritual gifts in developing and involving laypersons in 
ministry for the Lord. 

 
Members: We will respond as Christ leads you to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
the building up of the Body of Christ. 

 
Pastor: I will care for my family and spend whatever time is necessary to keep them my first 
love. I will love my wife as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for her. I will love my 
children and will give them my companionship as my best treasure. Shelly, Caden and Chase 
will always come first with me, so that Christ can come first with us. 

 
Members: We will respect the time and talents of your family and require no higher standard of 
conduct for them than we set for ourselves. We will recognize our responsibility to provide you 
with compensation commensurate to the role of pastor, freeing you for the full-time pastoral 
ministry on our behalf. We further pledge to take the initiative to meet your needs as you have 
pledged to meet ours. 

 
Pastor: I will exercise the necessary discipline to stay mentally, spiritually and physically fit. 

 
Members: We will uphold you and your family continually in our prayers. 

 
Everyone: So now we, pastor and people, do covenant together from this day forward to seek 
first the kingdom of God and the righteousness of God. Speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into the One who is the head, that is, Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. 


